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on the day 
BRIEFING NHS Providesr 

 
 

Press release 
Q3 figures show warning signs for NHS in plain sight 

Commenting on today's NHS quarter 3 performance and financial results , Saffron Cordery, NHS Providers 
director of policy and strategy  said: 

 
"These figures show how the NHS has been pushed to the limit. Despite working at full stretch with 
around 100,000 vacancies and a real risk of staff burnout, and despite treating six per cent more 
emergency patients year on year in December, trusts can not close the gap between what they are being 
asked to deliver and the funding available. 

 
'The figures confirm, once again, three key problems the whole NHS provider sector is facing - increases in 
demand for treatment continue to significantly outstrip increases in NHS funding; trust savings targets 
remain too ambitious; and there are serious ongoing workforce shortages. 

 
'There is an increasing feeling amongst frontline trust leaders of 'we cannot carry on like this'. The NHS has 
shown extraordinary  resilience in  sust aining   performance in the midst of an unprecedented financial 
sq u eeze. We have managed to keep the show on the road. But the warning signs are now clear and in 
plain sight. The time to act is now. 

 
Demand increasing  much faster than funding 
'Today's figur es sho w that demand is rising much faster than funding. Trusts are not only having to treat 
larger numbers of patient s but more of those patients have serious, complex,illne sses. As a result, trusts 
have faced a finan cial triple whammy - less than full funding for many emergency admissions, higher costs 
than planned  to meet the extra  demand , and lost income from cancelled  planned operation  s. 

 
"We should therefore commend the way trusts have held performance against the four hour A&E target  
but, equally, shouldn't be surprised that, despite best efforts, their finances have taken a significant hit. 
Demand is also o u tst ripping funding in the mental health, community service and ambulance sectors as 
well. As the figures clearly show, these issues are affecting all types of t rusts in different ways. 

 
Overambitious savings targets 
"Today's figur es show that NHS trusts continue to generate signifi cant produc  tivity gain s - 1.8 per cent so 
far thi s year, which is nine time s more than the UK whole economy and nearly twice the NHS' historical 
average. In the first nine months of the year NHS trusts have realised more than £2.1 billion of savings - 
which is 3.3 per cent of total spend and around  £100 million more than last year. But plans required them    
to save four per cent. If trust s are asked to deliver the imp ossib le, it ' s not surpr isin g th e re' s slippa g e against 
plan during  the year. 

 
Workforce sh ortages 
"Today's conso lidat ed vacancy figures shin e a spot li g h t o n the size of workforce sh o rt ag e NHS t rust s are 
having to cope with. Trust lead ers t ell us th at having one in eleven post s va cant m akes it much more 
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